
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS  
CITY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
 

A Special Meeting of the City Council for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms was called to order at 
7:00 p.m. on Monday, June 28, 2021, at 90 Kerby Road by Mayor Louis Theros.  
 
Present: Mayor Louis Theros, Mayor Pro Tem Joe Ricci, Councilmembers Beth Konrad-Wilberding, 
James C. Farquhar, John J. Gillooly Neil Sroka and Lev Wood. 
 
Absent: None.  
 
Also Present: Shane Reeside, City Manager; Derrick Kozicki, City Clerk & Assistant City Manager;  
Daniel Jensen, Director of Public Safety; and William T. Burgess, City Attorney.  
 
Mayor Theros called the Special Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
City Manager Reeside gave a presentation regarding the June 26, 2021 rain event. 
 
Council heard public comment regarding the presentation. 
 
Council held a Public hearing to consider the proposed Site Plan for the Grosse Pointe Public 
Library Central Branch, 10 Kercheval Ave. to construct an addition. 
 
Karin Neubauer, AIA of Quinn Evans presented on behalf of the applicant, Grosse Pointe Public 
Library Central Branch. 
 
Sroka stated he approved of the new renderings. 
 
Ricci stated he did not like the checkerboard pattern on the garage door. 
 
Konrad stated she did not like the checkboard pattern on the garage door. 
 
Wood stated he felt the new renderings were harmonious with the surrounding neighborhood. 
 
Mayor Theros opened public comment at 7:55 p.m. 
 
Maureen Finnegan, 444 McKinley asked if the library had submitted a lighting plan. 
 
Neubauer stated a lighting plan has been provided to Administration. 
 
Andy Dervan, 306 Fisher stated he felt like the wall facing Fisher Road was too dark. 
 
Mayor Theros closed public comment at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Ricci motioned, Wood seconded that the City Council approve the site plan submitted on June 14, 2021 
by Quinn Evans Architects on behalf of the Grosse Pointe Public Library – Central Branch. 

 
Approval of the site plan will allow for the construction of a two-story addition on the rear of the existing 
building, reconfiguration of the parking lot and garage door area as well as a new drive-thru drop-off 
window.  

 
Approval of this amended site plan is subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The applicant will supply adequate information to determine the parking needs per Zoning 
requirements and demonstrate to the City’s satisfaction that parking is adequately accounted 
for. 

2. The applicant will provide a landscaping plan or otherwise establish to the City’s satisfaction 
that loading areas will be appropriately screened. 

3. The applicant will provide information to confirm that the design employed for the 
proposed addition is appropriate and compatible with the existing building given historic 
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designation of the existing structure. 
4. If applicable, the applicant will provide information about any proposed site lighting and 

demonstrate to the City’s satisfaction that lights will be appropriately screened from public 
roads and neighboring homes. 

5. The applicant will confirm the status of trees to be removed and provide alternatives if any 
of those trees are protected as defined by the zoning ordinance. 

6. Provided renderings indicate that the addition is proposed to be clad in dark-red terra cotta 
cladding, with a steel and clear-finished anodized aluminum storefront system.   These 
building materials will comply with those standards as indicated by the Secretary of Interior’s 
guidance for building addition and rehabilitation for buildings on the National Register.  
These materials are shown in the Quinn Evans “west elevation” plans dated June 28, 2021. 

7. No external signage is allowed unless approved by staff 
8. Screening with trees or bushes to soften the view of the new addition will be provided to 

the extent where possible and approved by city Administration. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YES: Theros, Farquhar, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci, Sroka and Wood. 
NO: None. ABSENT: None. Motion carried. 
 
Ricci motioned, Sroka seconded to temporarily adjourn City Council and to reconvene as the Board of 
Zoning Appeals. Motion carried. 
 
Public Hearing to consider a request for 10 Kercheval, the Grosse Pointe Central Library to approve a 
parking exception. 
 
Karin Neubauer, AIA of Quinn Evans presented on behalf of the applicant, Grosse Pointe Public 
Library Central Branch. 
 
Wood stated he was in favor of granting the parking exception because there is adequate parking along 
Fisher Road and the nearby municipally owned parking lot. 
 
President Theros opened public comment at 8:10 p.m. 
Andy Dervan, 306 Fisher stated he was in favor of granting the exception. 
President Theros closed public comment at 8:11 p.m. 
 
Wood motioned, Sroka seconded to that the appeal of parking requirements by the Grosse Pointe Public 
Library – Central Branch located at 10 Kercheval Avenue be granted, thereby authorizing issuance of a 
permit to construct an approximately 7,500 square foot two-story addition at the site without the need 
to add more parking spaces.  

 
Adequate parking to meet the library’s needs will be provided by off-street spaces in the library lot, the 
connected Grosse Pointe South High School parking adjacent to the baseball field and parking along 
the high school stadium facility.  There is public parking in a municipally-owned parking lot to the 
northeast across Kercheval on the site of Richard Elementary School that can be accessed by library 
patrons.  On-street parking also exists on Kercheval and on the east side of Fisher Road.   

 
We base this parking exception on public testimony from the petitioner on June 14 and June 28, 2021 
and a review of a memo from Matt Baka dated June 22, 2021, review of a letter to Matthew Baka from 
Quinn Evans dated June 14, 2021, a review letter from McKenna dated June 23, 2021, and architectural 
renderings and engineering site plans provided by the petitioner’s architect Quinn Evans dated June 28, 
2021. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YES: Theros, Farquhar, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci, Sroka and Wood. 
NO: None. ABSENT: None. Motion carried. 
 
Ricci motioned, Sroka seconded to adjourn Board of Zoning Appeals and to reconvene as the City 
Council. Motion carried. 
 
Council heard public comment. 
 
Farquhar motioned, Ricci seconded to go into Closed Session to discuss pending litigation and the 
acquisition of real property with no intention of returning to open session. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Theros adjourned the regular meeting at 8:30 p.m. 
 



 
   
Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager/Clerk Mayor Louis Theros, Mayor 


